
2013 -2014
ANNUAL REPORT

West Coast LEAF
555 - 409 Granville St

Vancouver BC V6C 1T2
604 684 8772

Toll Free 1 866 737 7716
www.westcoastleaf.org
info@westcoastleaf.org

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By Francesca Marzari, President

Thanks to your support, this past year West Coast LEAF has been able to reap some important 
accomplishments for women in BC. 

We recently wrapped up a three year project that took us around the province researching solutions 
for the massive shortage in BC’s public legal services. We set forward our recommendations for new 
delivery models to provide access to family law services in a report released in February, Putting Justice 
Back on the Map. These recommendations were based on consultations with over 200 participants from 
70 different service delivery agencies from Campbell River to Prince George. I’m pleased to tell you that 
issues flagged in the report were brought up in the BC Legislature on March 31, and again more recently 

on May 8. We hope this means the government is listening.

We’ve had some important litigation successes too. The mother-baby program at the Alouette Corrections Centre was reinstated, 
which means that mothers can keep their babies when it is in the child’s best interest to remain with their mother.  I understand 
that the program may have its first mother and baby soon.  And in April, Executive Director Kasari Govender and I travelled to 
Ottawa to intervene at the Supreme Court of Canada in Trial Lawyers Association of BC v. Attorney General BC, a case challenging 
the Province’s authority to charge people hearing fees to bring their civil and family disputes to court. We argued that without 
equal access to justice, women will be denied the benefits of our legal and family law system.

West Coast LEAF has long believed that youth public legal education is an important tool for addressing inequality. After participating 
in one of our peer-facilitated youth workshops last fall, a teenage girl remarked, “I’m just thinking about power in society in a whole 
new way now. I mean, I’ve always known that some people are more powerful than others, but I’ve never thought before about why 
or how that happens. This just totally changes everything for me.”  

Thank you for helping us to go on changing everything for this young woman, and for every woman. 

Highlights 2013 - 2014

Litigation Public Legal Education

◦VANDU v. DVBIA
◦Vilardell v. Dunham
◦Inglis v. Ministry of Public Safety and
                Solicitor General of BC
◦BCTF v. British Columbia Public  
                School Employer’s Association

4cases

1597
members of the public 
in 30 talks, lectures, 
presentations

234 
participants
in family law 
workshops

32 participants in
TOF workshops

786
287
242

No Means No
Youth in the Workplace
Power Play

1315 youth in 60 
workshops

Media

79
Stories

Mentorship

20 Youth
Facilitators
Trained

Law Reform

5 “Putting Justice Back on the Map” report

6“Your right to fairness” booklet in languages

th Annual CEDAW Report Card

13 LSS funding shortfall
Anti choice activies in Kamloops
Residential Tenancy Act

Child support clawbacks
Proposed law school at TWU
CEDAW recommendations

Letters and Submissions



PROJECT FUNDERS

Laurie Grant
Nancy Greene Raine
Donna Greschner
Cherene Groundwater
Stephanie Gutierrez
Jess Hadley
Susan Hammell
Jane Harris
Carol-Ann Hart
Claire Hatcher
Nancy Hay
Anna Helmer
Barbara Hestrin
Lesley Hobden
Agnes Huang
Amanda Huettner
Bridget Hughs
Nitya Iyer
Agnes Jackman
Sandra Jakab
Emmanuelle Joly
Lorena Kanke
April Katz
Phyllis Kenney
Katharine Kent
Karen Kilbride
Darren Kopetsky
Rysa Krmebusch
Natasha Krotez
Rosanne Kyle
Gudrun Langolf
Judith Lee
Martina Lee
Vera LeFranc
Allison Lepp
Linda Light
Jennifer Lindberg
Lindsay Lyster
Zona Macdonald
Carolyn MacEachern
Heather MacFadgen
Ron MacIsaac
Maureen MacLeod

Signy Madden
Francesca Marzari
Virginia Mathers
Yuki Matusno
Neilane Mayhew
Brenda McEachern-  
                      Keen
Cherlyn McKay
Maris McMillan
Claire Meggs
Virginia Miller
Shirley Milligan
Shona Moore
Teri Mooring
Michelle Mungall
Kara Naish
Barbara Nelson
Caroline Nevin
Wendy Norman
Jan O’Brien
Thelma O’Grady
Niveria Oliveira
Chantel O’Neill
Margaret Ostrowski
Katrina Pacey
Margarita Papenbrock
Robin Pike
Erica Pinsky
Monique Pongraic-
	        Speier
Nerys Poole
Susan Powell
Amber Prince
Natasha Prodan-Bhalla
Christina Reed
Ramona Reynolds
Shirley Ridalls
Jillian Ridington
Edna Ritchie
Catalina Rodriguez
Dominique Roelants
Andrew Rolls
Michelle Rupp

Allison Russell
Sheila Schierbeck
Stephanie Sersli
Jane Shackell
Elin Sigurdson
Wanda Simek
Kerry Simmons
Mary Woo Sims
Veronica Singer
Miriam Sobrino
Eloise Spitzer
Moncia Staff
Veronica Strong-Boag
Glinda Sutherland
Sarah Tarry
Ruth Lea Taylor
Jane Templeman
Carla Terzariol
Janine Thomas
Paige Thombs
Zoe Towle
Joanna Track
Megan Trask
Wendy van Tongeren
Petra Vanderlay
Elizabeth Vogt
Duff Waddell
Jennifer Waelti-Walters
Sheryl Wagner
Mike Walker
Frances Watters
Patricia Wejr
Janice Westlund
Carol Whittome
Elizabeth Whynot
Wendy Williams
Val Wilson
Allison Wolf
Barbara Yee
Fiona York
Anita Zaenker
Andrea Zwack

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE: THEMIS CLUB MONTHLY DONORS

LEADERS IN EQUALITY
Marion Allan
Barbara Bell
Best Buy Canada

Lynn Smith
R&J Stern Family     
         

Maria Corral
Linda Coyle
Dean Crawford
Laura Cundari
Rosalind Currie
Erin Dale
Cheryl Davies
Anne Davis
Jessica Derynck
Jennifer Devins
Caily Dipuma
Jill Doctoroff
Mary Doherty
George Doubt
Elaine Doyle
Elizabeth Dunn
Jenny Dyck
Avigail Eisenberg
Michelle Ellison
Annemarie Etsell
Catherine Evans
Darlene Facchin
Irene Faulkner
Aesha Faux
Joan Feyrer
Cassandra Florio
Amy Francis
Jillian Frank
Karen Frederickson
Deanne Gaffar
Alain Gagnon
Beverly Gallagher
Jodie Gauthier
Lauren Gehlen
Derek Gent
Crissy George
Marla Gilsig 
Danielle Glass
Penny Goldrick
Marina Gomes
Frances Gordon
Jessica Gossen
Patricia Graham

Sherry Fraser
Frances Gordon
Ruth Louise James

Leonard Schein
Darlene Marzari
Dominique Roelants

Frances Watters
Team Telus Cares

Sage Aaron
Heather Adam
Megan Adam
Jacquie Aguayo
Alice Albert
Violet Allard
Carmela Allevato
Donna Anthony
Megan Ashburry
Mary Atkins
Wendy Baker
Ellen Balka
Renate Battaglio
Barbara Bell
Brenda J. Benham
Kathryn Berge
Pam Bhatti
Sonia Bianchi
David Black
Sharon Blaker
Johanne Blenkin
Carolyn Bouck
Deborah Bourque
Chris Bowers
Gwen Boyd
Susan Boyd
Alyssa Bradley
Anita Braha
Alison Brewin
Gretchen Brewin
Barbara Britton
Linda Brotherston
Anja Brown
Tracey Brown
Trudi Brown
Georgina Brunette
Lynn Bueckert
Nicole Byres
Lee Campbell
Lynne Carmichael
Patricia Cochran
Faye Cooper
Lynn Copeland



Brenda McEachern-Keen
Leo Mcgrady
Cherlyn Mckay
Janet McManus
Carol McQuarrie
Mary Anne McWaters
Julie Menten
John Andrew Mildon
Virginia Miller
Shirley Milligan
Margaret Mills
Naomi Minwalla
Shona Moore
Teri Mooring
Mary Mullens
Michelle Mungall
Catherine Murray
Meghan Murtha
Kara Naish
Brian Nasu
Marianne Neill
Barbara Nelson
Caroline Nevin
Sarah Ng
Wendy Norman
Ken Novakowski
Niveria Oliveira
Miriam Olney
Chantel O’Neill
John David Osborne
Margaret Ostrowski
Katrina Pacey
Leah Pence
Robin Pike
Janice Plumstead
Nerys Poole
Susan Powell
Amber Prince
Natasha Prodan-Bhalla
Mary Prodanovic
Jim Quail
Susanna Quail
Stefanie Quelch
R & J Stern Family
          Foundation
Urooj Raca
Christina Reed
Shirley Ridalls
Edna Ritchie
Amy Robertson
Gregor Robertson
Linda Robertson
Catalina Rodriguez
Dominique Roelants
Andrea Rolls
Garson Romalis
Rachel Roy
Jennifer Russell 
Susan Ruzic
Kathryn Sainty
Lisa Sammartino
Kimberley Santeme
Leonard Schein
Jennifer Scott
Stephanie Sersli

Sage Aaron
Susan Ackland
Heather Adam
Jacquie Aguayo
Shenaz Adam
Alice Albert
Marion Allan
Violet Allard
Carmela Allevato
Suzanne Andre
Donna Anthony
Joyce Arthur
Sheena Ashdown
Maureen Ashfield
Barbara Barker
Amanda Baron
Lisa Barrett
Renate Battaglio
Dorothy Beckel
Barbara Bell
Brenda J. Benham
Janet Berry
Pam Bhatti
Sonia Bianchi
David Black
Sharon Blaker
Johanne Blenkin
Patricia Bond
Deborah Bourque
Susan Boyd
Alyssa Bradley
Alison Brewin
Anja Brown
Tracey Brown
Trudi Brown
Georgina Brunette
Dani Bryant
Joan Burgess
Heather Burley
Nicole Byres
Gillian Calder
Jennifer Ashley Campbell
Lynne Carmichael
Elizabeth Carrasco
Lynda Cassels
Colleen Cattell
Gail Chaddock-Costello
Samantha Chang
Camille Chisholm
Megan Chorlton
Rizwana Choudhry
Jan Christilaw
Camille Ciarniello
Patricia Cochran
Marcy Cohen
Faye Cooper
Lisa Cowan
Linda Coyle
Dean Crawford
Laura Cundari
Anita Dalakoti
Erin Dale
Rebecca Darnell
Jill Davidson
Anne Davis
Connie Davis

Vanessa de Jong
Macauley Deck
Jessica Derynck
Caily Dipuma
Jill Doctoroff
Mary Doherty
Karen Douglas
Joan Downey
Elaine Doyle
Paula Dribnenki
Jackie Drozdowski
Jenny Dyck
John Ehinger
Avigail Eisenberg
Ellen Ellis
Michelle Ellison
Lois Etherington
Annemarie Etsell
Catherine Evans
Richard James
Kimball Finigan
Amy Fitzgerald
Cassandra Florio
Susan Fonseca
Don Fordyce
Carla Forth
Rebecca Frame
Caelie Frampton
Jillian Frank
Sherry Fraser
Shirley Friend
Sara Frisch
Margaret Fulton
Beverly Gallagher
Jodie Gauthier
Lauren Gehlen
Derek Gent
Crissy George
Renata Germann
Brenda Bailey 
        Gershkovitch
Kirsti Gill
Marla Gilsig
Lesley Giroday
Danielle Glass
Jennifer Glougie
Maria Gomes
Frances Gordon
Joan Gordon
Jessica Gossen
Surya Govender
Patricia Graham
Laurie Grant
Sharon Gregson
Katerine Grist
Cherene Groundwater
Valerie Gruson
Stephanie Gutierrez
Louise Hager
Stephanie Hamilton
Susan Hammell
Jonathan Hanvelt
Jay Hardwick
Parvinder Hardwick
Heather Harley
Jane Harris

Janice Harvey
Claire Hatcher
Nancy Hay
Jennifer Hayes
Susan Heathcote
Barbara Hestrin
Laurie Hird
Susan Hollick-Kenyon
Janelle Ho-Shing
Nicole Howell
Cindy Howry
Christine Hoyer
Agnes Huang
Bridget Hughes
Jim Iker
Nitya Iyer
Agnes Jackman
Margaret Jackson
Sandra Jakab
Krista James
Ruth Louise James
Jennifer Jordan
Ana Juergensen
Audrey Jun
Areet Kalia
Mihoko Kanashiro
Lorena Kanke
April Katz
Sharon Kearney
Rose Keith
Kathleen Kendall
Katharine Kent
Kim Kenyon
Jennifer Khor
Maria Kim
Meredith Kimball
Darren Kopetsky
Rysa Krmebusch
Rosanne Kyle
Jeff Langlois
Danette Lankmayr
Emily Claire Lapper
David Lee
Heidi Lee
Judith Lee
Vera Le Franc
Michaela Leicht
Allison Lepp
Sheryl Li
Linda Light
Jennifer Lindberg
Helen Low
Lindsay Lyster
Heather MacFadgen
Lynne MacFadgen
Ron MacIsaac
Kaitlin MacKenzie
Signy Madden
Ashley Mantha-Hollands
Darlene Marzari
Francesca Marzari
Bronwyn Masson
Virginia Mathers
Yuki Matsuno
Maya Maute
Drena McCormack

Eva Shamash
Susan Shamash
Monique Shebbeare
Shamim Shivji
Ram Sidhu
Elin Sigurdson
Wanda Simek
Kerry Simmons
Veronica Singer
Raylene Smith
Miriam Sobrino
Vandana Sood
Monica Staff
Elizabeth Stanger
Marni Stanley
Johanna M. Stein
Vivienne Stewart
Veronica Strong-Boag
Zara Suleman
Glinda Sutherland
Dayna Sykes
Mia Taghizadeh
Sarah Tarry 
Deborah Taylor
Ruth Lea Taylor
Carla Terzariol
Janine Thomas
Paige Thombs
Hilary Thomson
Anna Maria Tosso
Zoe Towle
Joanna Track
Megan Trask
Robyn Trask
Claire Trevena
Sheila Tucker
Diane Turner
Dyna Tuytel
Petra VanderLey
Louella Vincent
Elizabeth Vogt
Jennifer Waelti-Walters
Sheryl Wagner
Susan Wallach
Elinor Warkentin
Patricia Wejr
Lesley White
Carol Whittome
Elizabeth Whynot
Janet Wiegand
Lauren Wihak
Val Wilson
Patricia Wimmer
Amanda Winters
Allison Wolf
Vera-Marie Wolfe
Chiara Woods
Roselle Wu
Barbara Yee
Lois Yelland
Sabrina Yeuhall
Katharine Young
Anita Zaenker
Kareen Zimmer
Andrew Zwack

INVESTING IN EQUALITY: MEMBERS



BOARD 2013 - 2014 INTERNS

VOLUNTEERS

REVENUE EXPENDITURES

VOLUNTEER HOURS

Kasari Govender, Exective Director
Laura Track, Legal Director
Stephanie Sersli, Dir Comms and Development
Shahnaz Rahman, Mgr Community Outreach 
Sharon Xia, Database Mgr and Event Coord’r
Chrissie Arnold, Education Manager
Isabel Krupp, Youth Program Coordinator
Mahbuba Ergasheva, Office Coordinator

Francesca Marzari 		
Drena McCormack 	     
Barbara Bell 		
Gillian Calder
Parvinder Hardwick
Clea F. Parfitt
Amber Prince
Nina Purewal
Catalina Rodriguez
Zara Suleman 
Mia Taghhizadeh
Paige Thombs

Renee Bellefeuille
Adrian Chang
Sally Chang
Gabrielle Clark
Brittany Durrant
Ranvir Gill
Sarah Koh
Chloe Lawson
Joey Levesque

Tahia Ahmed / Bahati Amisi / Kiran Atwal / Laura Avelino / Brandy Baek / Harman Bains / Terran Bell / Aleks Besan / Katarina 
Bogosavljevic / Heather Burley / Chris Cheung / Lindsay Clark / Joana Coman / Sarah Conroy / Kaity Cooper / Kathryn Davis / Veronique 
Delahaye / Mandavni Dhami / Serwaaj Frimpong / Jodie Gautheir / Olena Gavrilova / Tiffany Glover / Rupinder Gosal / Ga Grant / 
Cayleigh Handford / Kirsten Hay / Alejandra Henao / Julia Ho / Sarah Hudson / Tracy Hu / Alexandra Inzuna / Urooba Jamal / Charlotte 
Johnston / Breanna Kato / Richelle Kornelsen / Andy Kung / Katherine Lamond / Wally Latif / Heidi Lee / Tiffani Lee / Alyssa Leung / 
Goldie Leoppky / Johnny Liu / Tamsyn Loat / Kaitlin Mackenzie / Sumra Mahmood / Ashley Mantha-Hollands / Rebeca Marx / Emma 
McIlroy / Nico McKay / Jenna McNeil / Naomi Moses / Philippa Nesbitt / David Ng / Raymond Ngu  / Rebecca Nicholls / Ashley 
McClare / Alexa Norton / Eina Onting / Dorothy Ordogh / Mel Peters / Meena Rajanala / Khalsa Ranbir / Givon Santos  Ashlyn Sharma 
/ Grace Shaw / Kendra Shupe / Lea Silver / Sarah Sinclair / Ashley Smith / Menka Sull / Amber Timothy / Brett Urano / Shivani Verma / 
Avandi Wallace / Carly Welham / Gabrielle White / Raoul Wieland / Val Wilson / Amanda Winters / Jane Young / Srdja Zivkov / Robyn 
Trask / Agnes Huang / Carla Lewis / Devyn Cousineau / Janet Winteringham / Kay Vinall / Elin Sigurdson / Shannon Salter / Efrat Arbel / 
Cathie Boies Parker / Margot Young / Rebecca Johnson / Kristy Sim

GOODBYES
A fond farewell to outgoing board and 
staff: Mahbuba Ergasheva, Nitya Iyer, 
Barbara Barker, and Johanne Blenkin. 
Thank you for all your wonderful
contributions!

STAFF 2013 - 2014
Sheryl Li
Krystal Lillico-Ouachour
Alexandra Mullins
Courtney Northrup
Kas Pavanantharajah
Chloe Rolvink
Kiran Sidhu
Angelina Soo


