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By Catalina Rodriguez 
    

We are very proud of our achievements this year. Our 

fight for women’s equality continues, which we would 

not be able to sustain without the support of our funders 

and the generosity of our members and donors. 

    

On the litigation front, I want to highlight three cases we were involved in 

this year: 

The Polygamy Reference decision, released by the BC Supreme Court on 

November 23, 2011, was the result of decades of work, and a multi-month 

trial.  We argued that exploitative polygamy should continue to be prohib-

ited under the law. 

We applied for leave to intervene in the Moore case in December of 2011 at 

the Supreme Court of Canada.  The case brought to light two key issues in 

the test for discrimination under human rights law.  

We were also involved in the SWUAV case which was heard by the Su-

preme Court of Canada on January 19, 2012. We were granted intervener 

status by the Court, along with our coalition partners ARCH Disability Rights 

Clinic and Justice for Children and Youth. We argued that Section 15 equal-

ity principles must be applied to the test for public interest standing, and are 

extremely pleased that the Supreme Court of Canada recently released its 

decision, broadening the test for public interest standing.  It was a honour 

to be part of this success for women and marginalized people seeking    

access to the courts!      

I also want to highlight our law reform publications, including our third an-

nual CEDAW Report Card measuring BC’s compliance with international 

human rights law protecting women’s rights. We continue to solidify our 

position as the province’s leading expert on equality rights, and we are 

pleased to have become a go-to resource for journalists seeking to better 

understand the impact of legislative changes or government measures. Our 

education reach has also been steadily growing, and this year we reached 

more youth than ever before with our workshops on workplace rights and 

sexual assault.     

As President, I am proud of the staff team and volunteers that have made 

our successes possible. We have a group of dedicated women and men 

who give the organization the best of them everyday. We strive to make 

West Coast LEAF a place where they can thrive and shine.  Your donations 

make this happen. 

I look forward to our next year, and to the challenges and opportunities that 

it will bring. 

2011-12 HIGHLIGHTS 

EVENTS AND GATHERINGS 

The Market at Doxa 2011 

Kamloops Persons Day with Sharon Matthews, 
President of BC branch of Canadian Bar Association 

2012 Equality Breakfast with journalist Chantal 
Hébert 

    

LAW REFORM  

2011 3rd CEDAW Report Card  

Equality Impact Statements  

Mapping the Gap: Linking Aboriginal Women with 
Legal Resources and Services report  

Courtwatch project begins collecting data  

Submissions and letters to BC Premier and Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police, BC Standing 
Committee on Finance on the Provincial Budget, 
Chair of the BC Human Rights Tribunal  

    

PUBLIC LEGAL EDUCATION 

30 No Means No and Youth in the Workplace 
workshops to approximately 1000 youth 

2 Transforming Our Future workshops in Smithers in 
partnership with the Dze L K'ant , and in Penticton in 
partnership with the Penticton & Area Women’s 
Centre 

36 talks through our Speakers Bureau  

    

LITIGATION  

Reference on the constitutionality of section 293 of 

the Criminal Code 

SWUAV v AG at the Supreme Court of Canada 

British Columbia v Moore 

Friedmann v MacGarvie 

Withdrew from participation in the Missing Women 
Commission of Inquiry 

 

West Coast LEAF 

Making the promise of equality in the Charter a reality since 1985 



 

LEADERS IN EQUALITY 

Barbara Bell   

Anita Braha 

Allison Brewin 

Tracey Brown 

Sherry Fraser 

Susan Hollick-Kenyon 

Meredith Kimball 

Heather MacFadgen 

Brenda McEachern-Keen 

Mary Anne McWaters 

Margaret Mitchell 

Shona Moore 

Peggy Nash 

Jan O'Brien 

Dominique Roelants 

Elizabeth Vogt 

Duff Waddell 

Frances Watters 

Kenneth J. Williams 

Wendy Williams 

Metz Murray & Associates 

Oasis Foundation 

Professional Employees  

   Association 

RBC Foundation 

Schein Foundation 

The R & J Stern Family  

   Foundation 

Team TELUS Cares 

Milnor Alexander 

Carmela Allevato 

Donna Anthony 

Mary Atkins 

Wendy Baker 

Christine Basque 

Kathryn Berge 

Pam Bhatti 

Carolyn Bouck 

Gwen Boyd 

Susan Boyd 

Gretchen Brewin 

Barbara Britton 
Linda Brotherston 

Trudi Brown 

Georgina Brunette 

Melina Buckley 

Patricia Cochran 

Marcy Cohen 

Faye Cooper 

Lynn Copeland 

Lisa Cowan 

Mary Doherty 

Elizabeth Dunn 

Brenda Edwards 

Avigail Eisenberg 

Joan Feyrer 

Beverly Gallagher 

Crissy George 

Maria Gomes 

Frances Gordon 

Susan Hammell 

Barbara Hestrin 

Agnes Huang 

Nitya Iyer 

April Katz 

Phyllis Kenney 

Karen Kilbride 

Joan Kotarski 

Gudrun Langolf 

Judith Lee 
Lindsay Lyster 

Carolyn MacEachern 

Signy Madden 

Francesca Marzari 

Maris McMillan 

Virginia Miller 

Shirley Milligan 

Leslie Muir 

Barbara Nelson 

Thelma O'Grady 

Margaret Ostrowski 

Nerys Poole 

Ramona Reynolds 

Shirley Ridalls 

Jillian Ridington 

Andrea Rolls 

Jane Shackell 
Kerry Simmons 

Eloise Spitzer 

Theresa Stowe 

Veronica Strong-Boag 

Jane Templeman 

Janine Thomas 

Hilary Thomson 

Elizabeth Vogt 

Jennifer Waelti-Walters 

Sheryl Wagner 

Elizabeth Whynot 

Mary Woo Sims 

Barbara Yee 

Deborah Bourque 

Ron MacIsaac 

Neilane Mayhew 

Patricia Wejr 

Caroline Nevin 

Val Wilson 

Amy Francis 

Pat Dewhirst 

Anna Helmer 

Michelle Simpson 

Miriam Sobrino 

Rosanne Kyle 

Elaine Doyle 

Rosalind Currie 

Rose Keith 
Andrea Zwack 

Bridget Hughes 

Catherine Evans 

Monique Pongracic-

Speier 

Mary Salaysay 

Chris Bowers 

Johanne Blenkin 

Sharon Blaker 

Cherlyn Mckay 

Lee Campbell 

Natasha Krotez 

Petra Vanderley 

Darlene Facchin 

Katharine Kent 

Irene Faulkner 

Kim Hart - Wensley 

Karen Frederickson 

Catalina Rodriguez 

Niveria Oliveira 

France-Emmanuelle Joly 

Janelle Dwyer 

Lara Percy 

Emily Stock 

Marla Gilsig 

Aesha Faux 

Penny Goldrick 

Renate Battaglio 

Michelle Rupp 

Anne Davis 

Erin Dale 

Lorena Kanke 

Maria Corral 

Cheryl Davies 
Lauren Gehlen 

Sheila Schierbeck 

Janice Westlund 

Ellen Balka 

Fiona York 

Norrie Preston 

Cathy Welch 

Allison Wolf 

Allison Lepp 

Katerine Grist 

Dawn Green 

Susan Powell 

Megan Chorlton 

Melanie Ferrandi 

Shamim Shivji 

Laura Cundari 

Donna Greschner 

Alice Albert 

Wendy Norman 

Jill Doctoroff 

Vera LeFranc 

Agnes Jackman 

Monica Staff 

Maureen MacLeod 

Sarah Tarry 

Jennifer Devins 

Lesley Hobden 
Veronica Singer 

Jacqueline Flett 

Erica Pinsky 

Carla Terzariol 

Danielle Glass 

Megan Adam 

Nancy Greene Raine 

Michelle Mungall 

Zona Macdonald 

Alain Gagnon 

Cherene Groundwater 

Michelle Ellison 

Margaret Knowlan 

Gail Chaddock-Costello 

Kara Naish 

Megan Trask 

 

Annaliese Hunt 

Natasha Prodan-Bhalla 

Mike Walker 

Kimball Finigan 

David Osborne 

Katrina Pacey 

Carol Whittome 

Lynn Bueckert 

Martina Lee 

Zoe Towle 

Rosalie Cress 

Claire  Hatcher 

Jacquie de Aguayo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE:  THEMIS CLUB MONTHLY DONORS 

2012 Equality Breakfast 



 

INVESTING IN EQUALITY:  DONORS AND MEMBERS 

Aamna Afsar 

Joy Alexander 

Alexander Holburn     

   Beaudin & Lang LLP 

Violet Allard 

Michelle Alman 

Agnes Ananichuk 

Judith Arcand 

Trish Archibald 

Arlene H. Henry Law  

   Corporation 

Jennifer Arnold 

Joyce Arthur 

Melanie Ash 

Negar Azmudeh 

Lisa Barrett 

Kamal Basra 

Kathryn Basran 

BC Coalition of People   

   With Disabilities 

Dorothy Beckel 

Brenda Belak 

Diana Belhouse 

Suzanne Bennet 

Darcie Bennett 

Anne Beveridge 

Shirley- Anne Blackadder 

Lesli Marie Boldt 

Patricia Bond 

Kara Bonkowski 

Amy Bowlby 

Thea Bracewell 

Karey Brooks 

Morgan Burris 

Pat Carfra 

Elizabeth Carrasco 

Lynda Cassels 

CEP Local 465 

Marilyn Chechik 

Elise Chenier 

Carol Chestnut 

Carmen Cheung 

Joyce Clarke 

Richard Coe 

Judith Coffin 

Sheila Colbert-Kerns 

Noreen Collins 

Rebecca Darnell 

Jane Davidson 

Jill Davidson 

Connie Davis 

Veronica DeLorme 

Shehni Dossa 

George Doubt 

Karen Douglas 

Penny Douglass 

Joan Downey 

Stephanie Drake 

Sharleen Dumont 

Jane Dyson 

Barbara Eaton 

Ellie Eccles 

Elsie Eccles 

Jean Elder 

Sandra Enticknap 

Stephanie Fabbro 

Diane Fast 

Federation of Post- 

   Secondary Educators  

   of BC (FPSE) 

Sheila Fee 

Gaye Ferguson 

Fernie Women's  

   Resource Centre 

Linda Fleck 

Susan Fonseca 

Donna Forscutt 

Rebecca Frame 

Shirley Friend 

Erin Murphy Fries 

Sara Frisch 

Margaret Fulton 

Keri Gammon 

Jean Gardner 

Allen Garr 

Nicole Garton-Jones 

Cheryl Geisler 

Tabitha Geraghty 

Bridget Gilbride 

Lesley Giroday 

Maggie Gold 

Joan Gordon 

Carla Graebner 

Valerie Gruson 

Louise Hager 

Lia Haleem 

Carol Hall 

Jane Hall 

Carmen Hamilton 

Ruth Hamilton 

Amanda Harris 

Jean Harris 

Janice Harvey 

Tara Hastings 

Haven Society 

Susan Hayne 

Cheryl Hewitt 

Laurie Hird 

Karen Hoffmann 

Ina Hollick-Kenyon 

Dana Hooker 

Betty Hopkins 

Christine  Hoyer 

Samantha Hulme 

Tamara Hunter 

Penelope Hutchison 

Heather Imrie 

Claire-Marie Jadot 

Sandra Jakab 

Christine Johnston 

Kamloops and District 

Elizabeth Fry Society 

Barbara Kane 

Sheila Keet 

Kelliher Law Corporation 

Kathleen Kendall 

Kim Kenyon 

Jennifer Khor 

Jennifer Kirk 

Bonnie Klein 

Seth Klein 

Nancy Knickerbocker 

Joy Korman 

Esther Kornfeld 

Robert Krell 

Roselyne Lambert 

Jeanna Landry 

Helen Lansdowne 

Irene Lanzinger 

LEAF Manitoba 

Emma Lehrer 

Heather Leighton 

Goldie Leoppky 

Judy Lightwater 

Monica Loewi 

Bonita Long 

Kristal Low 

Brigid Lumholst-Smith 

Janet Lundman 

Patricia MacDonald 

Moira Mackenzie 

Leslie MacLean 

Alice MacPherson 

Jamala MacRae 

Melanie Magnusson 

Ritu Mahil 

Shauna Makaroff 

Karen Martin 

Darlene Marzari 

Joan Maurer 

Sarah McAlpine 

Darlene McBain 

E McGreer 

Christy McLeod 

Margot McMillan 

Lucie McNeill 

Carol McQuarrie 

Mary Louise Meadow 

Shawn Megson 

Mehrak Mehrvar 

Cheryl Meyers 

Paul Meyers 

Joelle Michaud 

Hayli Millar 

Margaret Mills 

Naomi Minwalla 

Brenda Muliner 

Mary Mullens 

Sarah Munro 

Ava Gwendolyn Murphy 

Susan Murphy 

Catherine Murray 

Christine Murray 

Evelyn Neaman 

Margaret Newton 

Karen O'Brien 

Judith A. Osborne 

Catherine Osler 

Beverlee Park 

Sheila Park 

Linda Parsons 

Ann Pederson 

Irene Pietrow 

Nancy Poole 

Susan Powell 

Patrice Pratt 

Stefanie Quelch 

Stefanie Quelch 

Nancy Quiring 

Margaret Ramsay 

Carol Reardon 

Conrad Rego 

Nikki Reimer 

Robin Reinertson 

Margaret Reynolds 

Farnaz Riahi-Nejad 

Roberta Ann Rich 

Linda Robertson 

Wayne Robertson 

Andrea Rolls 

Cori-Ann Ross 

Jennifer Russell 

Arlene Saeun 

Veenu Saini 

Kathryn Sainty 

Melanie Samuels 

Wendy Scholefield 

Megan Scott 

Ann Senae 

Niki Sharma 

Sarah Sharp 

Dorothy Shaw 

Meg Shaw 

Monique Shebbeare 

Stacy Shields 

Elin Sigurdson 

Michel Simpson 

Robena Jane Sirett 

Brittany Skinner 

Donald Sorochan 

Martin Spencer 

Linda Sproule -Jones 

Elizabeth Stanger 

Annette Stark 

Johanna M. Stein 

Teresa Stilling 

Menka Sull 

Glinda Sutherland 

Megan Swail 

Dayna Sykes 

Mia Taghizadeh 

Sarena Talbot 

Gwen Taylor 

The People's Law School 

The Thompson Rivers  

   University Student  

   Union 

The University Women's  

   Club of Vancouver 

Kathleen Thomson 

Deborah Track 

Robyn Trask 

Allison Tremblay 

Claire Trevena 

Karen Truscott 

Sheila Tucker 

Diane Turner 

Rashida Usman 

Magnolia Villalobos 

Melanie Vipond 

Jade Vo 

Susan Wallach 

Mabel Walter 

Jie Wang 

Elizabeth Welch 

Yvonne Thoraleen 

   Wheatley 

Janet Wiegand 

Norma Wieland 

Madeleine Williamson 

Patricia Wimmer 

Beverley Wong 

Kim Wong 

Linda Wong 

Kay Yamamoto 

Lois Yelland 

Sharyl Yore 

Katharine Young 

Anita Zaenker 

Nadia Zamzul 

Susan Zander 

Kareen Zimmer 



 

STAFF 2011—2012 

Catalina Rodriquez- President 
Barbara Bell - Treasurer 

Francesca Marzari- Vice President 
Drena McCormack - Vice President 

Barbara Barker 
Nitya Iyer  

Pam Bhatti 
Amber Prince  

Parvinder Hardwick 
Robyn Trask 
Allison Wolf 
Melanie Ash 

Paige Thombs 
Janina M. Kon 

Margaret Knowlan 

Aamna Afsar 

Ayesha Ali 

Violet Allard 

Natasha Allen  

Rona Amiri 

Claire Anderson 

Ruyu Lucy Bai 

Alifa Bandali 

Riaz Behra 

Terran Bell 

Preetpal Bhamra 

Pam Bhatti 

Judith Boer 

Emma Braidwood 

Melina Buckley 

Fathima Cader 

Janine Chand 

Tommy Chen 

Hui-Wen Cheng 

Carmen Cheung 

Megan Chorlton 

Lindsay Clark 

Davyn Cousineau 

Angela Crimeni 

Becky Dang 

Mandavni Dhami 

Julie Dhingra 

Hue Dinh 

Sandeep Dosanjh 

Puala Dribnenki 

Jodie Gauthier 

Olena Gavrilova 

Lauren Gehlen 

Marla Gilsig 

Allison Godey 

Kaitlin Gray 

Eva Grozina 

Lia Haleem 

Michelle Hassen 

Kristen Hay 

Michelle Hopkins 

Agnes Huang 

Adam James 

Amanda James 

Laura Jeffries 

Rebecca Johnson 

Ranbir Khalsa 

Shiho Kawaguchi 

Frances Kelly 

Julia Kennedy 

Richelle Kornelsen 

Kate Kovaleva 

Jeff Langlois 

Simon Law 

Goldie Leoppky 

Allison Lepp 

Andrew Leung 

Alyssa Leung 

Carla Lewis 

Jianhong LI 

Karen Lopez 

Minjun Lu 

Kaitlin MacKenzie 

Michelle Mackness 

Signy Madden 

Melanie Magnusson 

Raj Mallhi  

Miranda Mandarino 

Francesca Marzari 

Aditi Master 

Drena McCormack 

Jennie Milligan 

Dia Montgomery 

Joan Morris 

Lena Muratkina 

Warda Negyal 

Prudence Ng 

Trang Nguyen 

Shiva Olyaei 

Clea Parfitt 

Kas Pavanantharajah 

Mae Price 

Carol Reardon 

Laura Reid 

Catalina Rodriguez 

Dominique Roelants 

Zahra Sayed Ali 

Kristy Sim 

Charissa So 

Johanna Stein 

Menka Sull 

Kate Tang 

Joana Thackeray 

Amber Timothy 

Robyn Trask 

Anna Tyurina 

William Tze-Cheung  

Rashida Usman 

Ashley Van Steele 

Alexandra Venner 

Magnolia Villalobos 

Diana Voltchok 

Jie Wang 

Christine Wei 

Amanda Winters 

Allison Wolf 

Vera-Marie Wolfe 

Linda Wu 

Kazuho Yamamoto 

Nadia Zamzul 

Eva Zhu 

VOLUNTEERS 

Kasari Govender - Executive Director 
Laura Track - Legal Director 

Stephanie Sersli - Director of Communications 
     and Development 

Deanna Ogle - Education Manager 
Sharon Xia - Database Manager & Event 

Coordinator 
Mahbuba Ergasheva - Office Coordinator 

Shahnaz Rahman - Manager of Community   
                             Outreach/Family Law Project 

Feri Dehdar - Bookkeeper 
Interns 

Amanda Aziz 
Avandi Wallace 
Carmen Gosnell 

Cayleigh Handford 
Danielle Fostey 

Dorothy Ordogh 
Heather Cassells 
Kaitlin Mackenzie 

Nataliya Dmytriyeva 
Sania Ahmed  

Siobhan McConnell 
Srdja Zivkovic 

BOARD 2011—2012 

GOODBYES! 

We say a fond farewell to outgoing 

board and staff: Melanie Ash, Maggie 

Knowlan, Janina Kon, and Fiona York. 

Thank you for all your wonderful 

contributions!  

Complete audited statements available upon request. Please email Kasari Govender, Executive Director at 

exec@westcoastleaf.org 

West Coast LEAF 

555 - 409 Granville St 

Vancouver BC  V6C 1T2 

604 684 8772 

Toll Free 1 866 737 7716  

www.westcoastleaf.org 
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