
West Coast LEAF’s twenty-fifth anniversary year has been one 
of celebration and hard work! 

Litigation
In January 2010, West Coast LEAF intervened in SWUAV v. 
AG Canada in support of “public interest standing” 
West Coast LEAF was granted leave to intervene at the BC 
Supreme Court trial in the Reference on the constitutionality 
of section 293, the “Polygamy Provision,” of the Criminal 
Code
West Coast LEAF has applied to intervene in the “TL” legal 
aid test case that deals with the interpretation of indigency 
for the purpose of determining who can access state funded 
counsel 

Law Reform
West Coast LEAF and Pivot Legal Society called on the  
Ombudsperson of British Columbia to investigate shelter 
allowance reductions for families with children in temporary 
foster care 
West Coast LEAF and ProMOTION Plus released a joint  
statement condemning the Vancouver Organizing Olympics  
Committee’s discriminatory decision to exclude women’s ski 
jumping from the 2010 Games 

Legal Aid
Established Access to Justice fund at the Vancity Commu-
nity Foundation to support test case litigation that advances 
constitutional rights to legal representation in complex family 
law and other civil matters
Supporting the Love is Not Enough cycling tour across 
Canada to raise awareness of inaccessibility to legal services
Legal Aid Denied – Update report written
Access to Justice – Reform Legal Aid in BC petition launched

Family Law Project 
Launched a study about the application and use of so-called 
Section 15 reports in family law cases
Released the 2010 Mapping the Gap report about BC family 
law resources

International Law
The BC CEDAW Group released Nothing to Report in  
February 2010  
West Coast LEAF released 2009 CEDAW Report Card in 
October 2009

Public Legal Education
We delivered 21 youth education workshops and coordi-
nated 27 speaking engagements
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This year marks 
the twenty-fifth 
anniversary 
of the found-
ing of West 
Coast LEAF.  
In reflecting 
on this, I am 
reminded of the 
proverb, “plus 
ça change, plus 
c’est la même 
chose.”  Much 

about the legal landscape of equality for women 
and children has changed.  However, in the wake 
of the economic recession, the more we seem to 
be stuck in the same place, re-waging the same 
battles for economic security and equal opportu-
nity that in 1985 we were confident we could win.  

Women’s access to effective legal representation 
in civil and family law matters remains critical.  In 
coalition with others, we are pressuring govern-
ment to act.  We are updating and re-releasing 
our “Legal Aid Denied” report, helped to launch a 
province-wide petition to reform legal aid, and are 
supporting the “Love is Not Enough” cross-Canada 
cycling tour.  We are participating in a test case 
on the definition of “indigency” for the purposes 
of determining access to state-funded counsel, 
and we have intervened in the “Bountiful”–based 
polygamy case to highlight the economic and other 
barriers that keep women from leaving.  We have 
asked the Ombudsperson of BC to investigate 
reductions in shelter allowances for families with 
children in temporary foster care.  In these ways, 
we are striving to make concrete advances in  
economic security for some vulnerable women.   

More needs to be done.  We continue our work 
in education, law reform and litigation in the face 
of our own struggles for funding.  On that note, 
I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to our 
members, funders, donors, volunteers, our staff 
and our Board.  Without you, there would be no 
change.  Thank you for your support. 
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Making the promise of the Charter a reality for women since 1985

By Nitya Iyer
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Cheryl  Davies
Anne Davis
Maneesha Deckha
Olive Dempsey
Bridget Dentoom
Jennifer Devins
Pat Dewhirst
Mary Doherty
George Doubt
Elizabeth Dunn
Brenda Edwards
Avigail Eisenberg
Mahbuba Ergasheva
Catherine Evans
Darlene Facchin
Irene Faulkner
Aesha Faux
Melanie Ferrandi
Joan Feyrer
Kerry-Lynne Findlay
Jacqueline Flett
Amy Francis
Karen Frederickson
Beverly Gallagher
Keri Gammon
Nicole Garton-Jones
Lauren Gehlen
Crissy George
Marla Gilsig
Danielle Glass
Michelle Glen
Maggie Gold
Penny Goldrick
Maria Gomes
Frances Gordon
Dawn Green 
Nancy Greene Raine
Donna Greschner
Katey Grist
Cherene Groundwater
Judith Hall
Sue Hammell
Carol-Ann Hart
Kim Hart Wensley
Anna Helmer
Barbara Hestrin
Lesley Hobden
Agnes Huang
Iglika Ivanova

Nitya Iyer
Agnes Jackman
Audrey Johnson
Jennifer Johnstone
France-Emmanuelle 
Joly
Lorena Kanke
April Katz
Sheila Keet
Rose Keith
Phyllis Kenney
K.M. Kent
Karen Kilbride
Joan Kotarski
Natasha Krotez
Sandra Krotez
Rosanne Kyle
Roselyn Lambert
Gudrun Langolf
Judith Lee
Vera LeFranc
Goldie Leoppky
Allison Lepp
Nicole Liddell
Linda Light
Zona Macdonald
Carolyn MacEachern
Heather MacFadgen
Ron MacIsaac
Maureen MacLeod
Signy Madden
Ritu Mahil
Carla Margach
Francesca Marzari
Carol Matthews
Neilane Mayhew
Brenda McEachern-
Keen
Cherlyn McKay
Maris McMillan
Kay Melbye
Jennifer Millbank
Virginia Miller
Leslie Muir
Michelle Mungall
Barbara Nelson
Caroline Nevin
Wendy Norman
Thelma O’Grady

Niveria Oliveira
Margaret Ostrowski
Lara Percy
Erica Pinsky
Monique Pongracic-
Speier
Nerys Poole
Susan Powell
Norrie Preston
Martina Quail
Nikki Reimer
Ramona Reynolds
Shirley Ridalls
Jillian Ridington
Catalina Rodriguez
Andrea Rolls
Mary Salaysay
Delayne Sartison
Sheila Schierbezk
Ruth Simkin
Kerry Simmons
Michelle Simpson
Mary Woo Sims
Veronica Singer
Miriam  Sobrino
Martin Spencer
Eloise Spitzer
Monica Staff
Veronica Strong-Boag
Skye Stuart
Sarah Tarry
Jane Templeman
Janine Thomas
Petra Vanderley
Art Vertlieb
Elizabeth Vogt
Duff Waddell
Lindsay Waddell
Jennifer Waelti- 
Walters
Sheryl Wagner
Cathy Welch
Janice Westlund
Val Wilson (Imagine 
Enterprises Inc.)
Allison Wolf
Barbara Yee
Fiona York
Anita Zaenker

Megan Adam
Aamna Afsar
Alice Albert
Milnor Alexander
Violet Allard
Carmela Allevato
Donna Anthony
Megan Ashbury
Andrew Atkins
Mary Atkins
Ellen Balka
Christine Basque
Renate Battaglio
Kathryn Berge
Jessica Beverley
Pam Bhatti
Sharon Blaker
Carolyn Bouck
Chris Bowers
Gwen Boyd

Susan Boyd
Anita Braha
Alison Brewin
Gretchen Brewin
Barbara Britton
Linda Brotherston
Tracey Brown
Trudi Brown
Georgina Brunette
Melina Buckley
Beverley Burns
Lee Campbell
Megan Chorlton
Patricia Cochran
Faye Cooper
Maria Corral
Lisa Cowan
Laura Cundari
Rosalind Currie
Kirstin Danielson

Barbara Bell
Best Buy Canada -
Catalina Rodriguez
Karey Brooks
Marnie Carter
Lynn Copeland
Jane Davidson
Corinne Eriksson
Sherry Fraser
Susan Hollick-Kenyon
Meredith Kimball
Evelyn McKelvie
Mary Anne McWaters
Cynthia Millar

Jan O’Brien
Alison Prentice
Professional Employees  
Association
Dominique Roelants
Schein Foundation
Janet and Ron Stern
Theresa Stowe
Telus
Vancouver City Savings 
Credit Union - Jan O’Brien
Kenneth John Williams
Wendy Williams

In June 2009, West Coast LEAF’s No Means No educa-
tion program was successfully completed by every eighth 
grade student in Nelson BC
The Youth website is officially launched this month

Events 
Sponsored the film Africa Rising in Vancouver’s 2010 
Documentary Film Festival
The 2009 Persons Day marked the 80th year that many 
women in Canada have been considered “persons” un-
der the law and eligible for appointment to Senate. Mary 
Eberts, human rights lawyer and West Coast LEAF co-
founder, spoke at 2009 Persons Day Breakfasts in 
Kamloops and Victoria
The 2010 Equality Breakfast featured Jody Williams, 
Nobel Peace Prize recipient and co-founder of the Interna-
tional Campaign to Ban Landmines 
Co-organized the first annual law and social justice 
conference in October 2009

LEADERS IN EQUALITY

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE:  THEMIS CLUB MONTHLY DONORS

GOODBYE
We say a fond farewell to outgoing 
board and staff members: Sara Gortari 
(above, left), Jan O’Brien, Mehrak 
Mehrvar, Mary Salaysay, Karey Brooks, 
and Michelle Hopkins. Thank you for all 
your wonderful contributions!
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Fernie Women’s  
Resource Centre
Milnor Alexander
Violet Allard
Carmela Allevato
Agnes Ananichuk
Fiona Anderson
Juli& Andy, Kennedy 
&Rozen 
Joyce Arthur
Melanie Ash
Megan Ashbury
Andrew Atkins
Negar Azmudeh
Lisa Barrett
Kathryn Basran
BC Coalition of People 
With Disabilities
Dorothy Beckel
Brenda Belak
Diana Belhouse
Marianne Bell
Elizabeth Bennett
Nancy Bepple
Kirstina Berman
Sandra Berman
Anne Beveridge
Pippa Blake
Kara Bonkowski
Sam Bradd
Alyssa Bradley
Daphne Bramham
Joanne Brouer
Georgina Brunette
Cicely Bryce
Marjorie Buchanan
Beverley Burns
Andrea  Camilletti
Melania Cannon
Pat Carfra
Elizabeth Carrasco
Lynda Cassels
Rachel Champagne
Elma Chappell
Carol Chestnut
Megan Chorlton
Carly Chunick
Penny Cochrane
Richard Coe
Judith Coffin
Sheila Colbert-Kerns
Kim Collett
Noreen Collins
Kristen Collishaw
Christina Cook
Lisa Cowan
John Coyne
Ila Crawford
Dionne Crusher 
Patricia D. Blair
Erin Dale
Jane Dardi
Rebecca Darnell
Jill Davidson
Connie Davis
Jeanette De Boer
Maneesha Deckha
Veronica DeLorme
Barbara Devlin
Adrian Dix
Karen Douglas

Penny Douglass
Joan Downey
Joseph & Vilma Dube
Jane Dyson
Mary E. Dobrovolny
Ellie Eccles
Brenda Edwards
Jean Elder
Michelle Ellison
April English
Kyla Epstein
Richard James Evans
Stephanie Fabbro
Diane Fast
Louise Fauteux
Sheila Fee
Ann Feyrer
Joan Feyrer
O. Fielding
Kerry-Lynne Findlay
Kathleen Fitzpatrick
Jacquie Forbes-Roberts
Kelly Ford
Kara Forrest
Marian Foucault
Rebecca Frame
Karen Frederickson
Patricia French
Shirley Friend
Erin Murphy Fries
Sara Frisch
Margaret Fulton
Alain Gagnon
Nicole Garton-Jones
Lauren Gehlen
Patsy George
Marika Giles
Karen Gilmore
Lesley Giroday
Danielle Glass
Allison Godey
Joan Gordon
Cheryl Grant
Laurie Grant
Sheila Grant
Jaime Green
Nancy Greene Raine
Donna Greschner
Valerie Gruson
Edith Gvora
Arlene Hache
Louise Hager
Haida Gwaii Society for 
Community Peace
Jane Hall
Judith Hall
Mark Halpern
Sue Hammell
Do-Ellen Hansen
Jean Harris
Barbara Harvey
Michelle Hassen
Tara Hastings
Susan Hayne
Kathryn-Jane Hazel
Lisa Heddema
Bonnie Henley
Barbara Hestrin
Cheryl Hewitt
Norrie Hodge
Karen Hoffmann

Erica Hoiss
Maria Holman
Betty Hopkins
Blanche Howard
Christine Hoyer
Janet Hudgins
Samantha Hulme
Tamara Hunter
Penelope Hutchison
Heather Imrie
Heather Inglis
Jane Ireland
Nitya Iyer
Agnes Jackman
Jennifer Jackson
Darlene Jacobi
Claire-Marie Jadot
Mobina Jaffer
Carole James
Jim Green & Associates
Christine Johnston
Kamloops & District 
Elizabeth Fry Society
Kamloops Indian Band
Barbara Kane
Megan Kaneen
Lorena Kanke
Lisz Keallen
Karen Keating
Sheila Keet
Kim Kenyon
Jennifer Khor
George King Chow
Bonnie Klein
Seth Klein
Freya Kodar
Esther Kornfeld
Beverley Kort
Ernest Krieger
Sandra Krotez
Rosanne Kyle
Susan Lagace
Rachael Lake
Jeff Langlois
Gudrun Langolf
Helen Lansdowne
Irene Lanzinger
Nancy Laughton
Heather Leighton
Allison Lepp
Hester Lessard
Hadas Levy
Linda Light
Judy Lightwater
Monica Loewi
Heather R. Lohn
Bonita Long
Grace Loveless
Helen Low
Linda Lucier
Catherine Ludgate
Brigid Lumholst-Smith
Barbara Lyall
Nonie Lyon
Ainsley MacCallum
Beth MacDonald
Heather MacFadgen
Glen MacInnes
Leslie MacLean
Robert Makaroff
Joanne Manley

Carla Margach
Fraidie Martz
Darlene Marzari
Allison Matacheskie
Carol Matthews
Joan Maurer
Stephanie Mayor
Sarah McAlpine
Darlene McBain
Drena McCormack
Jenn McGinn
Paddy McGowan
Tom McIllfaterick
Christy McLeod
Lucie McNeill
Carol McQuarrie
Mary Louise Meadow
Shawn Megson
Mehrak Mehrvar
Amanda Merritt
Cheryl Meyers
Paul Meyers
Shirley Milligan
Anne Millington
Margaret Mills
Naomi Minwalla
Frances Mitchell
Samantha Monckton
Shona Moore
Arthur Moses
Brenda Muliner
Michelle Mungall
Sarah Munro
Susan Murphy
Annette Murray
Anushka Nagji
Alison Narod
Caroline Nevin
Margaret Newton
Andrea Norlund
Wendy Norman
Kim Novak
Judy Oberlander
Karen O’Brien
Jennifer O’Rourke
Susan Papadionission
Helen Park
Sheila Park
Richard Parsons
Irene Pietrow
Mark Piron
Mary Plant
Irene Plett
Martina Quail
Nancy Quiring
Margaret Ramsay
Delia Jane Ramsbotham
Christina Reed
Robin Reinertson
Farnaz Riahi-Nejad
Roberta Rich
Lenore Riddell
Margaret Rippin
Lynn Roberts
Wendy Robinson
Andrea  Rolls
Parvinder Sahota
Kathryn Sainty
Delayne Sartison
Wendy Scholefield
Aileen Scott

Andrea Seale
Marina Sedai
Ann Senae
Meg Shaw
Myrtle Siebert
Thora Sigurdson
Raj Sihota
Michel Simpson
Kathleen Sinclair
Veronica Singer
Melinda Skeels
Brittany Skinner
Donald Sorochan
Laura Spitz
Linda Sproule -Jones
Frances Sprout
Kathy St. John
Monica Staff
Annette Stark
Catherine Stevenson
Teresa Stilling
Menka Sull
Glinda Sutherland
Dayna Sykes
Tango Enterprises Inc
Sarah Tarry
Genevieve Taylor
Muriel Gwendolynne Taylor
Thompson Nicola  
Cariboo United Way
Hilary Thomson
Nicole Todosichuk
Heather Tremain
Claire Trevena
Shauna Tucker
Sheila Tucker
Diane Turner
Jane Turner
Ashly Van Steele
Barbara Vanderburgh
Petra Vanderley
Bernadette L Violini-
Kudzin
Naomi Voss
Lindsay Waddell
Jennifer Waelti-Walters
Liza Wajong
Elinor Warkentin
Frances Watters
Virginia Weiler
Patricia Wejr
Yvonne Thoraleen 
Wheatley
Elizabeth Whynot
Janet Wiegand
Madeleine Williamson
Chelsea Wilson
Val Wilson
Warren Wilson
Arnold Witzig
Allison Wolf
Beverley Wong
Brittany Wong
Candice Work
Barbara Yee
Sharyl Yore
Katharine Young
Susan Zander
Kareen Zimmer
Andrea Zwack
Kevin and Tiffany

INVESTING IN EQUALITY:  DONORS AND MEMBERS



Board 259.5 or 
$114,000

Legal 271.5 or 
$54,300

PLE 759 or 
$37,950

Fundraising 
713 or 

$17,823

Admin 281 or 
$5000

Aamna Afsar
Amir Ahmadi
Zehra Akbar
Violet Allard
Graham Allen
Natasha Allen
Elane Alves Barbosa
Kathryn Balter
Sarah Berry
Preetpal Bhamra
Pam Bhatti
Judith Boer
Adrian Brooks
Karey Brooks
Melina Buckley
Larraine Buckley
Jessica Burke
Amanda Burke
Colleen Burke
Kate Campbell
Alison Campbell
Daria Capostagno
Sally Chaster
Manjot Cheema
Tommy Chen
Hui-Wen Cheng
Carmen Cheung
Coreen Chitty
Karen Cho
Gemi Cho
Megan Chorlton
Andrea Clark
Lindsay Clark
Davyn Consineav
Angela Crimeni

Carol Dale
Mandavni Dhami
Julie Dhingra
Tamara Doherty
Paula Dribnenki
Jackie Drozdowski
Tracy Duang
Avigail Eisenberg
Catherine Evans
Lucille Faye Ling
Maria Fernanda Baez
Stephanie Findlay
Robin Folvik
Erin Murphy Fries
Martha Galeano
Jodie Gauthier
Lauren Gehlen
Francesca Gesualdi
Marla Gilsig
Victoria Giriko
Allison Godey
Eva Grozina
Natasha Gurpreet
Lia Haleem
Angela Harris
Michelle Hassen
Michelle Hopkins
Sara Hopkins
Ann Hopkins
Lucy Hough
Amy Hsu
Agnes Huang
Alexandra Inzunza
Jan Itamura
Amanda James

Adam James
Laura Jeffries
Mary Juanes
Frances Kelly
Julia Kennedy
Alexis Kennedy
Tara Keogh
Kate Kim
Kate Kovaleva
Martha Kurtz
Ruby Lee
Danica Lee
Judith Lee
Adena Lee
Goldie Leoppky
Allison Lepp
Carla Lewis
Brent Lewis
Jane Li
Jianhong Li
Karen Lopez
Priscilla Luk
Stephanie Lysyk
Carly Ma
Signy Madden
Melanie Magnusson
Miranda Mandarino
Darlene Marzari
Francesca Marzari
Aditi Master
Drena McCormack
Cate McManus
Zoe Miller
Blair Milligan
Jennie Milligan

Dia Montgomery
Adeleine Morris
Joan Morris
Pamela Morris
Leslie Muir
Alex Muir
Lena Muratkina
Annette Murray
Alison Murray
Annu Mutti
Lois Narayan
Warda Negyal
Trang Nguyen
Jan O’Brien
Annette O’Brien
Tina Parbhakar
Ben J. Parfitt
Clea Parfitt
Raquel Park
Laurie Parker Stuart
Kas Pavanantharajah
Melanie Perez
Destiny Peters-Reid
Reena Phagura
Nina Purewal
Carol Reardon
Laura Reid
Robin Reinertson
Lisa Ridgeway
Gloria Rivas
Catalina Rodriguez
Dominique Roelants
Anusher Saidmuradov
Mary Salaysay
Kate Sowiak

Roseanna Sowten
Bena Stock
Emily Stock
Menka Sull
Chen (Kate) Tang
Alice Tang
Sandra Thomson
Sheilla Tran
Robyn Trask
William Cheung Tze-
Chung
Ashley Van Steele
Magnolia Villalobos
Amita Vulimiri
Lindsay Waddell
Duff Waddell
Natasha Wainwright
Allison  Warner
Zoe Welch
Amanda Winters
Allison  Wolf
Vera-Marie Wolfe
Agnes Wong
Linda Wu

555-409 Granville Street
Vancouver, BC, V6C 1T2
604.684.8772 or
Toll free 1-(866)-737-7716
www.westcoastleaf.org
info@westcoastleaf.org

VOLUNTEERS

Alison Brewin, Executive Director
Kasari Govender, LLB, LLM Legal Director
Fiona York, Director of Communications
Deanna Ogle, Education Manager
Sara Gortari, Director of Development
Mahbuba Ergasheva, Office Coordinator
Shahnaz Rahman, Manager of Community  
Outreach - Family Law Project
Sharon Xia, Fundraising Assistant
Feri Dehdar, Bookkeeper
Consultants, students and contractors
Mia Taghizadeh, Policy Intern
Hasan Alam, Legal Intern
Lara Yeo, Communications Intern 
Nicole Point, Family Law Intern
Rachel Mathisen, PLE Intern

BOARD 2009-2010
Nitya Iyer – President
Michelle M. Hassen – Vice President, External   
Catalina Rodriguez – Vice President, Internal
Barbara Bell, CA – Treasurer
Melanie Ash
Pam Bhatti
Karey Brooks
Francesca Marzari 
Annette Murray
Farnaz Riahi-Nejad, CA
Mary Salaysay
Paige Thombs
Allison Wolf

Area Revenue
Law Foundation 167,550.00
Grants 99,488.00
Events 53,240.00
Gaming 50,000.00
Sponsorships 40,000.00
Monthly Giving 34,920.75
Major Gifts 24,780.00
Board Fund Development 7,840.00
Donations - Other 7,518.48
Memberships 4,680.00
Direct Mail 3,360.00
Online Donations 2,922.00
Planned Giving 0.00

496,299.23

BREAKDOWN OF WEST COAST LEAF 
REVENUE AND EXPENSES

STAFF 2009-2010

Complete audited statements available upon request. Please email Alison 
Brewin, Executive Director, at exec@westcoastleaf.org.

West Coast LEAF Volunteer  
Hours 2009/10


