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BOARD 2008-09 

STAFF 2008-09 

Barbara Bell( Treasurer) 
Pam Bhatti 
Karey Brooks (VP External) 
Michelle Hassen 
Michelle Hopkins 
Nitya Iyer (VP Internal) 
Rosanne Kyle 
Signy Madden 
Francesca Marzari 
Jan O’Brien 
Mary Salaysay 
Farnaz Riahi-Nejad  
Allison Wolf 
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 

Executive Director: Alison Brewin 
Legal Director: Kasari Govender  
Director of Development 
         and Communications: Fiona York 
Education Manager: Deanna Ogle 
Office Coordinator: Mahbuba (Mary) Ergasheva 
Fundraising Assistant: Sara Gortari 
Bookkeeper: Feri Dehdar 
Administrative Assistant: Linda Wu 
 
Consultants, Students and Contractors:  
Shahnaz Rahman, Manager of Outreach - Family 
Law 
Stacey Lock, No Means No (Nelson) 
Setareh Amiri-Khaladi, 2008 Summer Student 
Shelley Butler and Jillian Humphries, Family Law 
Interns 
Mona Muker, Criminology Practicum Student 
Sonja Mulabdic, Design Consultant 
Angela Contrerez-Chavez, Evaluation Consultant 
Marnie Goldenberg, Strategic Planning 
Tintagel Inc, IT consultants 

Amanda Winters 
Aamna Afsar 
Adam James  
Agnes Fallon 
Agnes Huang  
Allison Lepp 
Amanda James 
Amanda MacGregor  

Amy Hsu 
Angela Contreras Chavez 
Angela Crimeni 
Annu Mutti 
Avigail Eisenberg 
Barbara Bell 
Bev Gallagher 
Brittany Wong 

Caitlin Harris 
Candance Louie 
Carla Lewis 
Carmen Cheung 
Carol Reardon 
Catalina Rodriguez 
Catherine Evans 
Cathie Boies Parker 
Claire Immega 
Clea Parfitt 
Crystal Reinitz 

Daria Capostagno 
Darlene Marzari 
Dia Montgomery 
Dominique Roelants 
Drena McCormack 
Elena Kusaka  
Emad Manshouri 
Erin Murphy Fries 
Farnaz Riahi-Nejad 
Fereshteh Ghadyani 
Frances Kelly 
Francesca Gesualdi 
Goldie Leoppky 
Hadas Levy 
Heather Fussell 
Ian Hardie 
Irene Lai  
Jade Vo 
Jaime Sarophim 
Jennie Milligan 
Jessica Burke 
Joanna Birenbaum 
Jodie Gauthier 
Judith Boer 
Judith Lee 
Kaitlin Frost-Gill  

Karin Yeung 
Kas Pavanantharajah 
Kate Campbell 
Kate Kovaleva 
Kathryn Sainty 
Kazuho Yamamoto 
Laura Jeffries 
Leah Pence 
Leslie Muir 
Lia Haleem 
Linda Thiessen 
Lindsay Clark 
Lindsay Waddell 
Lucy Jin 
Magnolia Villalobos 
Manjot Cheema  
Marla Gilsig 
Maryanne Ma 
Melanie Adair Ma-
gnusson  
Melanie Perez 
Melina Buckley 
Mia Taghizadeh 
Monica Monroy 
Natasha Allen 
Nina Purewal 

Preetpal Bhamra 
Priscilla Luk 
Rachel Bybee 
Raquel Park 
Rose Keates 
Roz Currie 
Samantha Simpson 
Sara Eftekharzadeh 
Susan Bazilli 
Tina Parbhakar 
Tracy Duong 
Trang Nguyen 
Warda Negyal 
Zoe Welch  

Volunteer Hours Contributed to West Coast 
LEAF 2008-2009    Total value: est $188,000

 Fund 
Development

772

Board of 
Directors

408

Legal 
Programs

276
Education 
Programs

642

West Coast LEAF Revenue 2008-09

  Other
1%

  Gaming
2%

  Endow ment 
Income

3%

Grants 39%
Fundraising 26%

Law  Foundation
29%

Expenses at West Coast LEAF 2008-09

Personnel and 
Services  $343,945 

Postage and 
Courier  $6,591

Special Projects - 
Family Law , WERF 

$69,286Communications 
$9,227Rent  $30,189 Travel $4,557

Telephone  $5,318

 Office and Misc 
$19,807

 Case Costs 
$11,963 

Fundraising 
$51,402 

Equipment $11,178 

Board and 
Volunteers $6,759

Accounting and 
Audit $11,467

VOLUNTEERS 2008-09  
555 - 409 Granville St 

Vancouver BC 
V6C 1T2 

604 684 8772 
Fax 604 684 1543  

Toll Free 1 866 737 7716  
www.westcoastleaf.org 
 info@westcoastleaf.org 

2009 
West Coast LEAF 
Making the promise of the Charter a reality for women since 1985 

I am delighted to write to you as President of West 
Coast LEAF’s Board of Directors.  As my first year 
in this role draws to a close I would like to share 
with you my thanks to the amazing women who 
have contributed to our successes over the past 
year and to welcome those who are joining us. 
 On the Board of Directors, we say a reluc-
tant goodbye and many thanks to Roseanne Kyle, 
Signy Madden, Pat Pitsula, and former President, Ritu 
Mahil. We look forward to welcoming Melanie Ash, 
Mehrak Mehrvar, Annette Murray and Paige Thombs 
to the Board in the upcoming year. 
 I would like to extend my warmest grati-
tude to Alison Brewin, our Executive Director who 

continues to provide unflagging leadership to Board, staff, and volunteers.  In 
the legal department, Kelly Roulette left us as Legal Director and Kasari 
Govender has now joined us in that role.  We celebrate with them our suc-
cess in the access to abortion services case in the BC Court of Appeal, and 
our success in the Supreme Court of Canada in Rick v. Brandsema. 
 Our Office Coordinator, Mandeep Sidhu left us in September with a re-
vamped computer system and our new “OC”, Mahbuba Ergasheva can now 
track the valuable volunteer hours so many of you donate.  Linda Wu con-
tinues as Administrative Assistant and we appreciate her kindness and 
warmth. 
 On the fundraising front,  Fiona York continues as our incredibly compe-
tent Director of Development and Communications, exceeding our fund 
development targets and improving communications with our constituencies.  
Tina Chan left as Database Administrator in September and we welcomed 
Sara Gortari in her stead, just in time to jump headfirst into the Equality 
Breakfast coordination. 
 The Family Law Project said a sad goodbye to its outstanding Director, Zara Suleman, who left us to practice of family law.  We are 
delighted that Shahnaz Raman has taken up her mantle to carry the project forward. 
 The ongoing success of our youth public education programs and, in particular, the very exciting launch of the new delivery model 

with trained youth facilitators is largely due to the dedication and talent of Education Manager Deanna Ogle 
and we look forward to more education initiatives over the coming year.  Thanks also to our wonderful 
summer students from last year, Setareh Amiri-Khaledi and Shelly Butler, and to Rachel Lake and Mona 
Muker who have joined us this year. 
 Finally, as you read this report or otherwise hear of West Coast LEAF in the news, please 

take a moment to join me in recognizing the essential financial support provided by our members, 
funders, donors and major sponsors.  Without these contributions, we would not have these 
successes to celebrate.  I am proud that we have turned the resources granted to us, whether 
of time or money, into the achievements of this past year, and, with your help,  I look forward to 

continuing challenges and successes over the next 12 months. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Nitya Iyer 

ANNUAL REPORT 
2008-09 HIGHLIGHTS 
EVENTS AND GATHERINGS 
Victoria Persons Day with Beverly Jacobs 
Vancouver Breakfast with Helen Shaver 
 

LAW REFORM  
CEDAW - the BC CEDAW Group Shadow Report and the 
development of the CEDAW Report Card. 
Gender Auditing - Learning about international best 
practices. 
Legal Aid meetings with AG Ministry 
Launch of the Mapping Project - surveying community 
groups for women’s legal resources. 
Not With a Ten Foot Pole - reporting on the crisis in the 
looming crisis in family law and young lawyers. 
 

PUBLIC LEGAL EDUCATION 
Youth in the Workplace - goes live with Aunt Leah’s. 
No Means No - 4 Vancouver schools and all grade 8 kids in 
Nelson 
Transforming Our Future - with Chemainus First Nation 
and in the Lower Mainland. 
 

LITIGATION  
Watson/Spratt case with the Access Coalition - Success at 
the BC Court of Appeal in protecting the safety of women and 
professionals in women’s health clinics in BC.   
Rick v Brandsema - success at the Supreme Court of 
Canada in legal recognition of equality values in assessing 
separation agreements in Family Law 
SWUAV - Success in achieving intervenor status to argue for 
broad respect for the right for marginalized women to 
challenge Canada’s laws. 



LEADERS IN EQUALITY 
Barbara Bell 

Karey Brooks 

William Brooks 

Tracey Brown 

Jennifer Conkie 

Jane Davidson 

Susan Hollick-Kenyon 

Mary Anne McWaters 

METZ Murray & Associates 

Jan O'Brien 

Alison Prentice 

Dominique Roelants 

Schein Foundation 

Janet Stern 

Estate of Virginia Waldock 

Frances Watters 

Kenneth Williams 

Wendy Williams 

INVESTING IN EQUALITY: DONORS AND MEMBERS 
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Donors who contributed, through monthly giving 
or one-time donation, more than $500 

Alisia Adams, Linda Alexander, Agnes Ananichuk, Fiona Anderson, Josje Andmore, Suzanne Andre, Dolores Appleton, Joyce Arthur, 
Rhonda Bailey, Penny Bain, Lisa Barrett, Shelley Bayne, Dorothy Beckel, Brenda Belak, Diana Belhouse, Marianne Bell, Grace Bellamy, 
Anne Beveridge, Marguerite Bizuk, Rebecca Blair, Joost Blom, James Bond, Kara Bonkowski, Kim Brooks, Marjorie Brown, Donna 
Brundige, Cicely Bryce, Natalya Burtney, Andrea Burton, Gillian Calder, Heather Cane, Pat Carfra, Lynne Carmichael, Elma Chappell, 
Marilyn Chechik, Norma Ellen Chesney, Carol Chestnut, Joyce Clarke, Penny Cochrane, Richard Coe, Judith Coffin, Sheila Colbert-
Kerns, Kim Collett, Noreen Collins, Heather Commodore, Jane Coombe, Lisa Cowan, Gail Cryer, Maria Cuenca, Emma Cunliffe, Erin 
Dale, Jane Dardi, Rebecca Darnell, Jane Davidson, Sheila DeJong, Veronica DeLorme, Barbara Devlin, Linda Diano, Michelle Dodds, 
Amanda Dolye-Fleishman, Joan Downey, Bentley Doyle, Paula Dribnenki, Jackie Drozdowski, Ashley Elliott, April English, Annemarie 
Etsell, Patricia Evans, Richard Evans, Diane Fast, Louise Fauteux, Sheila Fee, K. Ann Feyrer, Susan Fisher, Alison Fitzgerald, Lara 
Fletcher, Marguerite Ford, Kara Forrest, Karen Foss, Patricia French, Shirley Friend, Sara Frisch, Margaret Fulton, Nicole Garton-
Jones, Carole Gerson, Marika Giles, Lesley Giroday, Joanna Gislason, Penny Goldrick, Joan Gordon, Sherrill Grace, Laurie Grant, Bar-
bara Grantham, Lucy Greene, Donna Greschner, Arthur Griffin, Patricia Gudlaugson, Stein Gudmundseth, Edith Gvora, Louise Hager, 
Jane Hall, Mark Halpem, Kathleen Hamilton, Marguerite Harper, Jean Harris, Doreen Hart, Barbara Harvey, Najeeb Hassan, Michelle 
Hassen, Tara Hastings, Susan Hayne, Lisa Heddema, Anne Henderson, Shelley Henshaw, Stephen Herman, Laurie Hird, Karen Hoff-
mann, Susan Hollick-Kenyon, Michelle Hopkins, Arlene Howard, Blanche Howard, Gavin Hume, Adetoun Ilumoka, Heather Inglis, 
Iglika Ivanova, Nitya Iyer, Mobina Jaffer, Valerie Jerome, Maureen Johnston, Barbara Kane, Libby Jane Kay, Jaimie Kidston, Meredith 
Kimball, Sheila Kingham, Bonnie Klein, Kay Kobayashi, Freya Kodar, Beverley Kort, Marilyn Krell, Anna Marie Laing, Helen Lans-
downe, Irene Lanzinger, Amber LaPorte, Karen LeClair, Hester Lessard, Judy Lightwater, Monica Loewi, Bonita Long, Lori Lothian, 
Helen Low, Helesia Luke, Barbara Lyall, Zeni Maartman, Jane MacEwan, Lynne MacFadgen, Alice Macpherson, Alissa Macpherson, Julia 
MacRae, Robert Makaroff, Rachael Manion, Valerie Mann, Jane-Anne Manson, Fraidie Martz, Darlene Marzari, Joshua Mason, Allison 
Matacheskie, Yuki Matsuno, Elizabeth Mayne, Sarah McAlpine, Jenn McGinn, Kathleen McIsaac, Trent McLaughlin, Christy McLeod, 
Carol McQuarrie, Mary Anne McWaters, Mary Louise Meadow, Cheryl Meyers, Melanie Meyers, Grace Mickelson, Jennie Milligan, 
Shirley Milligan, Margaret Mills, Naomi Minwalla, Maggie Mooney, Shona Moore, Sarah Munro, Alison Narod, Evelyn Neaman, Marga-
ret Newton, Kim Novak, Judy Oberlander, Cindy Orivolo, Jennifer O'Rourke, Susan Papadionission, Heather Parker, Richard Parsons, 

Pat Pitsula, Mary Plant, Irene Plett, Michelle Pockey, Alison Prentice, Amber 
Prince, Elaine Quinn, Avis Rasmussen, Arvilla Read, Carol Reardon, Elaine 
Reynolds, Margaret Rippin, Wendy Robinson, Nancy Ruth, Lola Saidmuradova, 
Kathryn Sainty, Raymond Schachter, Cristal Scheer, Wendy Scholefield, Aileen 
Scott, Meg Shaw, Lana Shipley, Myrtle Siebert, Kay Sinclair, Carol Skinner, 
Donald Sorochan, Cheryl Spratt, Diane Sproule, Linda Sproule – Jones, Fran-
ces Sprout, Lesley Stalker, Elizabeth Stanger, Janet Stern, Catherine Stevenson, 
Teresa Stilling, Sheila Street, Shelley Sugarman, Glinda Sutherland, Genevieve 
Taylor, Gwendolynne Taylor, Linda Thayer, Myra Thomson, Merle Todd, 
Claire Trevena, Shauna Tucker, Gale Tyler, Gladys Utendale, Naomi Voss, 
Jennifer Waelti-Walters, Virginia Waldock, Lyndsay Watson, Frances Watters, 
Patricia Wejr, Yvonne Thoraleen Wheatley, Heather Whiteford, Elizabeth 
Whynot, Janet Wiegand, Arnold Witzig, Vera-Marie Wolfe, Caroline & Derek 
Wong, Ellen Woodsworth, Christine Yeomans, Sharyl Yore, Rosann Youck, 
Claire Young, Katharine Young. 

Students and Volunteers of West Coast LEAF: Mona, Adam, Jillian and Dia 
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INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE: THEMIS CLUB MONTHLY DONORS 

INVESTING IN COMMUNITY: Supporting Organizations 

Aamna Afsar, Alice Albert, Milnor Alexander, Violet Allard, Carmela Allevato, Donna Anthony, Megan Ashbury, Andrew Atkins, 
Mary Atkins, Ellen Balka, Christine Basque,Renate Battaglio, Kathryn Berge, Jessica Beverley, Pam Bhatti, Sharon Blaker, Carolyn 
Bouck, Chris Bowers, Gwen Boyd, Susan Boyd, Anita Braha, Alison Brewin, Gretchen Brewin, Barbara Britton, Linda Brotherston,  
Trudi Brown, Georgina Brunette, Melina Buckley, Beverley Burns, Lee Campbell, Megan Chorlton, Patricia Cochran, Faye Cooper, 
Lynn Copeland, Maria Corral, Laura Cundari, Rosalind Currie, Kirstin Danielson, Cheryl Davies, Anne Davis, Maneesha Deckha, 
Olive Dempsey, Bridget Dentoom, Jennifer Devins, Pat Dewhirst, Mary Doherty, George Doubt, Elizabeth Dunn, Brenda Edwards, 
Avigail Eisenberg, Mahbuba Ergasheva, Catherine Evans, Darlene Facchin, Irene Faulkner, Aesha Faux, Joan Feyrer, Kerry-Lynne 
Findlay, Jacqueline Flett, Amy Francis, Karen Frederickson, Beverly Gallagher, Rachel Gallo, Keri Gammon, Lauren Gehlen, Crissy 
George, Marla Gilsig, Danielle Glass, Michelle Glen, Maggie Gold, Maria Gomes, Frances Gordon, Dawn Green, Katey Grist, Judith 
Hall, Sue Hammell, Carol-Ann Hart, KimHart Wensley, Anna Helmer, Barbara Hestrin, Lesley Hobden, Agnes Huang, Agnes Jack-
man, Audrey Johnson, Jennifer Johnstone, France-Emmanuelle Joly, Lorena Kanke, April Katz, Sheila Keet, Rose Keith, Phyllis 
Kenney, K.M. Kent, Karen Kilbride, Joy Korman, Natasha Krotez, Sandra Krotez, Rosanne Kyle, Roselyne Lambert, Gudrun Langolf, 
Judith Lee, Vera LeFranc, Allison Lepp, Nicole Liddell, Linda Light, Heather MacFadgen, Ron MacIsaac, Maureen MacLeod, Signy 
Madden, Ritu Mahil, Carla Margach, Francesca Marzari, Carol Matthews, Neilane Mayhew, Brenda McEachern-Keen, Cherlyn McKay, 
Maris McMillan, Kay Melbye, Jennifer Millbank, Virginia Miller, Leslie Muir, Barbara Nelson, Caroline Nevin, Wendy Norman, Thelma 
O'Grady, Niveria Oliveira, Margaret Ostrowski, Lara Percy, Erica Pinsky, Monique Pongracic-Speier, Nerys Poole, Susan Powell, 
Norrie Preston, Martina Quail, Nikki Reimer, Ramona Reynolds, Shirley Ridalls, Jillian Ridington, Andrea Rolls, Mary Salaysay, De-
layne Sartison, Sheila Schierbezk, Edith Shafer, Ruth Simkin, Kerry Simmons, Michelle Simpson, Mary WooSims, Veronica Singer, 
Miriam Sobrino, Martin Spencer, Eloise Spitzer, Monica Staff, Theresa Stowe, Veronica Strong-Boag, Skye Stuart, Sarah Tarry, Jane 
Templeman, Janine Thomas, Petra Vanderley, Art Vertlieb,Elizabeth Vogt, Duff Waddell, Lindsay Waddell, Sheryl Wagner, Cathy 
Welch, Janice Westlund, Val Wilson, Allison Wolf, Barbara Yee, Fiona York, Anita Zaenker 

Alexander Holburn Beaudin & Lang LLP, Arts Club Theatre Company, Atira Women's Resource Society, Banyen Books & Sound, 
Bard on the Beach, BC Federation of Labour, BC Government and Service Employees' Union, Bed, Best Buy Canada, Blake, Cassels 
& Graydon LLP, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP, British Columbia Teachers' Federation, Canadian Bar Association, Canadian Office & 
Professional Employees Union, Canadian Women Voters Congress, Casson & Choi Consulting, Chateau Victoria Hotel & Suites, 
Cheesecake Etc., Cin Cin's Ristorante, Coalition of Child Care Advocates of BC, Coast Capital Savings Credit Union, Conquest Va-
cations, COPE 378, Crankpots Ceramic Studio, Crystal Works Gallery, CUPE BC, Davis LLP, Delta 
Vancouver Suites, Edie Hats, Ethical Bean, Everywoman's Health Centre, Fasken Martineau DuMoulin 
LLP, Fernie's Women Centre, Furry Creek Golf & Country Club, Gaia Outdoor Adventures for 
Women, Haida Gwaii Society for Community Peace, Harbour Cruises, Health Sciences Association of 
BC, Heenan Blaikie LLP, Honeysuckle Rose Cottage, It's All Fun and Games, Joe Fortes Seafood & 
Chophouse, Jones Emery Hargreaves Swan, Justice Institute of BC, Kamloops & District Elizabeth Fry 
Society, L.A. Translations & Design, Laurel Point Inn, Lawson Lundell LLP, Legacy Tax & Trust Lawyers, 
Liberty Wine Merchants, Little Sister's Book and Art Emporium, McCarthy Tetrault LLP, METZ Murray 
& Associates, Miller Thomson LLP, Momentum Fitness, Monkey Tree Creative, Moore & Company, 
North Shore Community Resource Society, North Shore Law LLP, North Shore Women's Centre, 
Oasis Foundation, Pacific Cinematheque, Pan Pacific Whistler Mountainside, Paradise Found Yoga, Peo-
ple's Co-op Bookstore, Pepper Longe de Guzman LLP, Plum Clothing, Professional Employees Associa-
tion, Propaganda Hair Salon, Provence Marinaside Restaurant, Public Service Alliance of Canada, Purdy's 
Chocolates, Purple Grape Wineworks, Radha Yoga and Eatery, Ratcliff & Company, Reach Centre Asso-
ciation, Readerwear Glasses, Reseau Femmes Colombie Britannique, Reynolds Works Inc., Rocky 
Mountain Flatbread Co., Roper Greyell LLP, Rosedale on Robson, Royal BC Museum, Sandpiper Golf 
Resort, Schein Foundation, Sheer Cover, Sikora's Classical Records, Simon Fraser Elementary School, 
Singleton Urquhart LLP, Societe Inform Elles Society, Spa Utopia, Stanley Park Horse-Drawn Tours, 
Stikeman Elliott, Telus, The Grand Ballroom, The Law Foundation of BC, The Law Society of BC, The 
Prestige Hotel, The University Women's Club, Tides Canada Foundation, Trees Organic Coffee Co., Tri 
City Women’s Resource Society, Trial Lawyers Association of BC, UFCW  Local 1518, Unique Health 
Clinic, University of Victoria - Faculty of Law, VanCity Community Foundation, VanCity Savings Credit 
Union, Vancouver Aquarium, Vancouver Art Gallery, Vancouver Bar Association, Vancouver East Cul-
tural Centre, Vancouver Playhouse Theatre Company, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, Victory Square 
Law Office, WAVAW, West Coast Environmental Law, Yellowknife Women's Centre, Young Anderson. 

 

We say a fond farewell to 
outgoing Board members 
Signy Madden (above), 
Rosanne Kyle, Ritu Mahil and 
Pat Pitsula. Also, of course, 
to the staff members who 
moved on this year: Kelly 
Roulette, Mandeep Sidhu, 
and Tina Chan. Thank you all 
for your wonderful contribu-
tions. Au Revoir (because we 
know we will see you again). 

Good-Bye 


